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Takako Tanaka, Chairperson, Domestic Affairs Committee

On December 8, Sunday, approximately 140 guests filled our venue of Jazz Concert with an air of hot
excitement. | felt uplifting feeling after a long interval and was gradually enchanted by their
performance. 7 soloists, namely, clarinet, trumpet, wood base, trombone, drum set, piano and banjo
alternately played one by one. And then they played all together. It was very interesting and
fascinating to watch and trace their brillante work toward the end.

In response to salvo from the audience, players turned out their leggiero tunes by the second. This
nice interaction made some audience dance merrily. Out venue heated up as a whole.

Royal Flush Jazz Band was established at Kobe in 1983. They played for about 40 years. During their
activities, they have played Japan Dixieland Jazz Festival, and Kobe Jazz Street on an annual basis. They
are quite active abroad too invited to Australia and Holland Jazz Festivals. They are one of few music
groups which boasts of abundant and long experiences and tours in and out of Japan.

Civil war broke out in 1860 under the Presidency of Abraham Lincoln and the abolishment of slavery in
1865 triggered the birth of
Jazz. Since the World War
l'in 1917, musicians who
played the Dixieland style
jazz began spreading their
music throughout America.
It was a quite amusing
time when we could touch
and enjoy playful and
rhythmic Dixieland style
jazz with long history.
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On November 2, Saturday, 2024, ACA participated first in “the
Autumn Shio-Ashiya Interaction Festival”. Unfortunately, it was a
rainy weather in the morning. A heavy rain warning was issued in the
afternoon and rain started fall hard. During the torrential rain, Mr.
Tang Qing, a learner of our Japanese Language Class, performed Tai
Chi in the “Active Interaction Stage”. He was scheduled to do with
his fellow Tai Chi members but he played solo due to the bad weather.
In the normal case, he asks onlookers to follow his actions, however,
a very few of them remained seated under a rain hood. Mr. Tang
commented “I am very happy to join in this event. Nevertheless, | am
very sorry for not your actual experience in Tai Chi with me because
of a nasty heavy rain.” We pray this autumn to perform Tai Chi quite
actively with many people under a clear blue sky.
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BIC1EDFERZEDOSELIE. NEBEFEEIE In the Monthly Tea Ceremony Class, the lesson is performed in “ryurei
LR SNVLE)TITO>TVETY, BEITS shiki”, a style using tables and chairs. As it is possible to practice the
NZDT. EEODEFENEAPHDEVALCHDBE ceremony sitting on a chair, foreigners who have difficulty sitting on the
ZRUATWVEREITFERTD, tatami floor or those who have leg problems can enjoy the tea ceremony.

TMBOREBHETRHIPEESIZLE L. BED At the November class, we held “robiraki”, (hearth opening) ceremony, to

FZRENERITHERT. TOFEICHINIHET open the

FeBETDZ B RZADBERIEBEDNTVSZ Year for Tea Masters”, to start the New Year with tea harvested that year. At
S5TY., ACADIFRETIE. LWDBEBDDIIILKT. the ACA’
FRDEFOTETFBATURD, [FFEZILLZ S although we could not prepare new tea of the year, it was still “a day of
B EEVUDRIELT. BEDBHTESTETNFE gratitude and joy to welcome the New Year”. With the master’'s greeting, "Congratulations!” we enjoyed Matcha tea
FTIDTHRIETHBHRFEBTASTVEWVEEEE LT, and Zenzai, a sweet red bean soup.

Taking advantage of an instructor offered to us by the
Hyogo International Exchange Liaison Council, we opened
an “Easy Japanese Class” on October 27, Sat., 2024.
The instructor was Ms. Akiko Saito, chief instructor of the
Kobe Nichigo Japanese Academy, who delivered a
training course for voluntary Japanese instructors last
year. Fifteen participants including two general citizens
joined this class.

To help the class we invited a Chinese lady, who is taking our Japanese Language Class, to respond
to the participants in easy Japanese. When she found the Japanese difficult to understand, we
learned how to better rephrase our Japanese to make ourselves more easily understood rather than
just repeating the same words over again. Furthermore, we truly realized that “a little ingenuity and a
kind and thoughtful heart” are important.

Ms. Saito gave her impressions, “It was very instructive to know how the participants were doing
after my lecture.” One participant said “| have taught various students through trial and error so |
can really understand what the instructor said today.” It seemed that each of the participants
gained something valuable in this class.

hearth in a tea room and start a fire. It is considered to be the “New

s Hearth Opening Ceremony, we held it in the usual ryureishiki,



