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Over the World Festa

Kyoko Yura, Domestic Programs Committee

This year we opened a usual autumn World Festa on October 19,
Sunday. It was under an early autumnal weather. We welcomed
S0 many visitors who took interest in decorated contents.

World Foods this year were a Brazilian cuisine, Escondidinho,
Spanish one, Lemon chiken, Korean Chapchae, Chinese sweet
red bean spring rolls and fried snacks. All were 5 cuisines from
4 countries. Escondidinho was a quite new one. We learned the
cooking method by a guest lecturer Mariza-san in the Let’'s Cook
and Eat World Foods, Brazilian class in July. This got a quite
high reputation.

We began meetings sometime in August, tried tasting times,
and was helped by the secretariat for presentation of
necessary papers to a local hygienical office.

Though our staffers were least six members this year due to various reasons, we worked
hard from preparations to cooking toward the target numbers within the time frame.
Luckily, we could sell all.

We were very happy and glad to hear guests say “Very delicious as if we still felt
satisfaction after Osaka Exposition”. Consequently, we gained fresh power toward the
next year-round. We heartily appreciate so many of your support and encouragement
from the onset to the end including ACA staffers in the secretariat.

F L7 We held a bazaar at the World Festa.

International Programs Committee Yumiko Furukawa

Following last time, we held a bazaar.

Japanese tableware, brand-name tableware, and brand-name
clothing were offered at prices ranging from ¥500 to
¥1000. We also had a wide selection of lightly used
children's clothing, including yukata, swimsuits, and recital
dresses, all for sale starting at ¥100. Kids' leggings, baby
socks, and picture books were available for free pick-up.
Some customers made multiple cycle trips to the venue to
purchase multiple items, others spent over an hour carefully
selecting their items, and some even came back to watch
the performances. The event had many enjoyable activities!
We're glad to see customers’ smiles. We appreciate everyone who donated items, attended,
and bought many things. Thanks to you, we were able to make this a huge success. Proceeds
from the bazaar will be used carefully for ACA activities.

What kind of items will we see next time? Please come visit the bazaar at the next World Festa.

Tamaki Konishi, 2025 Student Ambassador B A
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At last October's World Festa, we set up a booth introducing
the Ashiya-Montebello Sister City Exchange for the first
time.

At the booth, we presented a report on this year’s activities
and introduced various aspects of the exchange program,
such as the Student Ambassadors and host families for the
coming years.

To our delight, many more people stopped by than we had
expected, and everyone listened with great interest.
Although many visitors were aware of this exchange itself, a large number of them said they
didn’t know much about its details, which made us realize once again the importance of
public outreach.

Some even expressed interest in becoming host families next year, which made us very happy.

In addition to many warm comments, we also received valuable suggestions that will serve as
helpful advice for the future. For me personally, it was a very meaningful and educational experience.
We hope to continue introducing the Sister City Exchange in this way, so that more people
will become interested and involved in the years to come.
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Akari Kawasaki, Foreigners Support Committee

We organize a disaster prevention event every year. This year _
was entitled “Check disaster prevention map by smartphone”.
During November, we members of the Foreigners Support
Committee reached each class of the Japanese Language
Class in which you learn Japanese.

In each of weekly-based 10 classes, Japanese language
volunteer and a learner make a pair. Meticulous supporting
activities are provided to meet the needs for the learner. A visiting lecture was presented
in such a room filled with quiet and gentle atmosphere.

Smartphone has become an indispensable tool in our daily life. | make it read a QR code to
reach the disaster prevention Web site. Assuming “what if earthquake or tidal wave
happens?” we discussed hard evacuation root and notes of caution.

It is needless to say in our daily life, we have to support and help each other. | realized to
know of their cultivating multi-cultural understanding and trusting relationship in Japanese
language classes in which calls for and practices “Learn and support each other”.




