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Takako Tanaka, Chairperson, Domestic Programs Committee

We invited the Royal Flush Jazz Band as in the
previous year and held an annual Christmas Jazz
Concert on December 14. This year also the
venue was filled with more than one hundred
twenty listeners.

We were quite fascinated with mellow and beautiful
sounds played by 7 musicians. There were many
heated moments in which listeners tightly grew
together. )
Brass instruments play sharp and beautiful sounds. Woodwind instruments do warm sounds.
Banjo and wood base beat out accurate rhyme. Drum sends powerful and dynamic beats. And
a piano like go-between among instruments helps consort. These seven instruments melt
together to deliver bright tones one time and nameless sublime ones another.

Dixieland jazz which has a longe history for over nearly two hundred years is full of melancholy
and joy as fork music. We are about to be absorbed not knowingly.

Some dance to the lyrical rhythm or clap hands. And others hum together. Each of audience
enjoys music in their free style. As a matter of course, it is quite interesting to see them.

In the second part, Christmas medley was played. They were Jingle Bel, Silent Night, and
others. Christmas mood rose up high. The leader’s witty talk went in with effect. Finally, we
drew a curtain with an extraordinary success.

On September 14, Sunday we held a seminar on “What
are the United Nations?” with a lecturer Mr. Masahiro
|lgarashi, ACA Director, who had worked in the United
Nations for over thirty years. After the seminar, the Mayor
of Ashiya city, Mr. Takashima, attended together to hear a
return report meeting by the Student Ambassadors. Miss
Takebe, second-year student in a high school, wrote her
impression of the seminar.

Eriko Takebe

We sometimes hear a doubt of the reason for existence of the United Nations since the
organization aims to settle international problems by means of the diplomacy, whereas, it often
fails to solve the use of military power. Nevertheless, | feel it still necessary by virtue of this
seminar. It will be a signal not to directly stop war but to help raise a sense of peace that we
scale down a big issue among nations to a human dialogue for mutual approach and
understanding toward a peaceful settlement. If we lose such an opportunity, we may not stop
violence since we human beings have an instinct to easily follow totalism. Dialogue in person
may become a final stoppage by stirring up mutual ethics.

As we have kept a vague image for the United Nations so far such like a charitable activity, |
was quite surprised to hear of various organizations and their staffers say they behave
self-centered for the purpose of their career advancement in reality. Though there is a vivid
facet of the right of speak in accordance with the number of contributions, | feel it a legitimate
system which possesses sustainable and realistic power rather than a simple organization
based on individual conciseness. However, | feel it not suitable for me since we have to search
and find a good job by ourselves in the personal management.

Furthermore, | heard the Japanese stance in the United Nations and was quite impressed with a
story of the nationality of member countries that appears and reflects the unigueness of the
nation in the stage of the United Nations. Reviewing Japanese experiences and failures in
various international organizations, | am convinced that current Japanese approach and
measures add up well.

This seminar was quite interested and | could learn much more.

| sincerely thank you.

Yoshimitsu Uchimura

On Saturday, October 4th, a bus tour was organized for
Japanese language learners, their families, and volunteer
instructors-a total of 36 participants. The tour featured a
visit to Kaiyukan, one of the world's largest aquariums,
followed by Fishing Port Blue Sky Market, where
participants enjoyed a premium seafood BBAQ right at the
port. We departed the Shio-Ashiya Exchange Center by
bus shortly after 8:00 AM, picking up participants at
Hanshin Ashiya Station and JR Ashiya Station before
arriving at our first destination, Kaiyukan Aquarium.

First to greet visitors is the “AquaGate.” This tunnel-shaped aquarium immerses you in the
ocean world, creating a thrilling sense of adventure. Beyond it, you can see marine life from
various regions and their habitats: sea lions and seals in Monterey Bay, penguins from the
Falkland Islands, and coral reefs with vibrant tropical fish in the Great Barrier Reef. However, the
most popular attraction was the whale sharks in the “Pacific Ocean” exhibit. Crowds gathered
densely in front of the whale shark viewing area, smartphones in hand. Visitors could also see
other sights of rare creatures like massive schools of sardines, clownfish and like garden eels.
Many of participant seemed satisfied. Our final activity at Kaiyukan was taking a group photo at
the main gate before heading to our next destination.

Our next destination was the lzumisano Fishing Port Blue Sky Market, which took us about an
hour by bus to reach. Here, we enjoyed a superb seafood BBQ lunch at the restaurant “The
Yellow Shrimp,” savoring the freshest catches right at the fishing port.

The 36 participants were divided into six tables. At first, they were a bit confused by the new
method of ordering drinks and other items at each table using QR codes. However, they soon
started helping each other out as a group, treating it like a game, and seemed to actually enjoy
it. The final payment also went smoothly. After the BBQ ended, everyone went shopping for
seafood at the market before heading home.

Participants shared comments such as: “It was fun interacting with so many people,” “Since | don't
usually interact much with my colleagues, | was happy to hear various stories from the senior
teachers,” “It was helpful to interact with learners and hear about their Japanese learning methods
and difficult points,” and “It felt more intimate than the exchange meeting in the conference room.”
This confirmed that the event was not just enjoyable but also highly meaningful for Japanese
language classes.

Well, I'm looking forward to seeing where it will be next!



