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I 'am truly delighted to have been given the opportunity to serve as a ‘ | am honored to have the opportunity to visit Montebello as a representative

Student Ambassador for Ashiya City. Since this is my first time doing of Ashiya City in this memorable 60th Ashiya Student Ambassador

something like this, I'm a little nervous, but I'm even more excited about the new encounters Program. | was born and raised in Ashiya. Although Ashiya and Montebello differ in location and
and discoveries that lie ahead. During my stay in Montebello, | plan to take the initiative in culture, | believe they share a common value of caring for others. During my visit, | will experience
striking up conversations and deepening our connections with a smile. | will do my very best to diverse culture while conveying the charm of Ashiya in my own words. Through interactions with
convey the charm of Ashiya City in my own words. | intend to use this experience as a stepping local people, | hope to learn new perspectives and deepen mutual understanding. Furthermore, |
stone for personal growth and to effectively communicate the unique charms of both Ashiya aim to make use of this experience in the future and contribute to the ongoing development of the
City and Montebello—charms that can only be truly understood by visiting in person. friendship between our two cities.
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Daniel Nagata

Hello ! My name is Daniel Nagata. | am 17 years old and a senior at Gabrielino High
School. | am a 5th generation Japanese American. | live in Montebello with my father, my
mother, may brother, Kai(16), and sister Kimiko(18). | balance leadership as Varsity
Cross Country captain, Varsity Basketball player, and Varsity Track Distance runner with
my role in student government as ASB Senior Vice President. Outside of school, | create
lifestyle content on social media focused on authenticity, travel, and self-confidence.

My international experience with the Yonsei Basketball Association in Fukuoka, Japan
and the Project Bridge Program in South Korea strengthened my resilience and
cross-cultural understanding. As a MASCA Student Ambassador, | look forward to
contributing my dedication to the program and building friendships in Japan while
committing to my community and growing as a globally minded leader.

I would like to visit Universal Studios, if possible, visit Hiroshima, where my grandmother grew up, meet the
Ashiya city officials and former ambassadors, and eat delicious Japanese food! | can’ t wait to visit any
konbini. Thank you for hosting me, what an honor!
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Max Almeida

Hello, my name is Maximus Almeida. | am 16 years old and in
my second year of high school. | live with my mother and
father in Montebello. My older brother lives in San Diego. |
enjoy video games and am part of the video gaming club at
my high school. | am also taking engineering classes at my
high school. | like building robotics. | also enjoy lego and
spending time with my friends.

| am interested in trying all kinds of Japanese food and want
to try everything! I’ m also into fashion and hope to bring back
some cool clothes.

| want to visit Universal Studios, a Christian church and meet the Ashiya City
officials and the ACA. | am looking forward to seeing my friends and making new
ones. Can’t wait to see you!
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The Host Ambassadors for the 2026 fiscal year held their intro-
ductory meeting on April 5. With last year’ s Student Ambassa-
dors, Tamaki Konishi and Sayu Furukawa, serving as HA leaders,
they will work together to energize this summer’'s SA program.
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