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Akira Tanaka, ACA Vice President

On Sunday, February 15, 2026, we held an International Understanding Lecture titled “Where Is Japan Headed? -
The Changing International Environment in East Asia and Japan’ s Choices,” inviting Mr. Takahiro Shinyo as the
guest speaker. Mr. Shinyo is a Special Advisor to the President of Kwansei Gakuin University and holds a Doctor of
Laws degree. After joining Japan’ s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, he served in a number of distinguished positions,
including Ambassador to the United Nations and Ambassador to Germany, and was awarded the Order of the Sacred
Treasure, Gold and Silver Star.

As we reflect on the period following the 80th anniversary of the end of World War |l, Japan—once considered a
peaceful major power in the world—appears to be entering a new era marked by various changes, challenges, and
difficulties. In that sense, this lecture was felt particularly timely.

At the beginning of his talk, Mr. Shinyo emphasized that “peace does not continue automatically” and that “optimism
without strategy is the greatest risk.” He explained that we must consider the chain of crises arising from the
“structural risks in East Asia,” including issues related to Taiwan, North Korea, and the Senkaku Islands.

He also explained the changes in Japan’ s security policy, such as increases in defense spending and remarks by
Prime Minister Takaichi regarding situations threatening Japan’ s survival. According to Mr. Shinyo, the post-Cold
War era has come to an end, and the world is shifting toward an order defined by power and spheres of influence—an
era of great-power competition in which the order based on law and shared values is becoming dysfunctional.

He further addressed the “strategic shift under the Trump administration,” noting the essence of what he described
as the “Donroe doctrine,” which places greater emphasis on sphere-of-influence states rather than on promoting a
global order. He explained that this does not mean withdrawal but rather a selective form of engagement. Regarding
the “real risks surrounding the Taiwan issue,” a matter of great concern for Japan, he pointed out that the ambiguity
and uncertainty of U.S. involvement send a harsh message to allies: “Protect your own country or region yourself.”

In addition, he spoke on a wide range of topics, including risks in Japan’ s domestic politics—such as statements
about a potential Taiwan contingency—the unresolved issue of deleting the “enemy state clause” from the UN
Charter, and the “East Asia X Eurasia” question from the perspective of Eurasian diplomacy.

Regarding Japan’ s choices going forward, he proposed the following:
1.Maintain the Japan-U.S. alliance (without becoming overly dependent
on it)

2.Manage relations with China—neither confrontation nor appeasement
3.Pursue Eurasian diplomacy

He also outlined Japan’ s potential roles as:

1.A Global Middle Power

2.A nation linking East Asia and Eurasia )
3.A country advancing diplomacy, alliances, and multilayered cooperation ¢
4.A practitioner of middle-power strategy

5.An active participant in shaping regional and international order
Finally, he proposed the establishment of a “Conference on Eurasian Security Cooperation.” This framework would
reject attempts to change the status quo by force as a basic principle, while promoting exchange in economic,
technological, and informational fields. He suggested that Japan should take the initiative and make calm
judgments, decisions, and actions.

Many of us have never experienced wars and tend to assume that these peaceful days will continue indefinitely.
However, recent television news and newspaper reports—such as the Taiwan issue, the statements and actions of
President Trump, and the recent U.S. attack on Iran—have made us more aware of what might be called “national risks.”
Numerous international meetings have been held around the world every day, bringing together national leaders. One
can only hope that these discussions are not merely exercises in balancing national interests with diplomatic
rhetoric, but truly aims at achieving world peace. At the same time, we sincerely hope that grassroots international
exchange activities—such as our ACA SA (Student Ambassador) program—can contribute, even in a small way, to
international peace.

Thank you very much, Professor Shinyo.
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We felt an advent of Spring by Bossa Nova concert
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On Saturday, April 4, the Shio-Ashiya Fureai Cherry Blossom Festival was held, and as
part of the stage program, Mr. Tang Qinglong, a Japanese language learner, performed
Tai Chi. At last year’ s Shio-Ashiya Fureai Autumn Festival, Mr. Tang practiced Tai Chi
under a tent in pouring rain. Once again, the weather was rainy, but this time the stage
program took place inside the community hall.

Mr. Tang, who practices Tai Chi in the park from 6:30 every morning, took the stage
together with three of his companions and demonstrated Tai Chi, inviting visitors to
move their bodies along with them. Afterwards, Mr. Tang also performed Tai Chi in the
square in front of the community hall, where a light rain was falling. Responding to Mr.
Tang'’ s call, three members of the Ashiya Gakuen soccer team came out into the square
and joined in the Tai Chi, adding to the lively atmosphere.

Former Secretary General: Toshihiko Kawai

“Dawn is best in spring” in Makurano Soshi by Seisho Nagon or
Spring in a string ensemble “Four Seasons” by Antonio Vivaldi
or “Come in spring” by Yumin’s vocal. Anyway, spring is
wonderful. People make a fresh start in April. They feel a
sense of exhilaration, excitement, and flutter. It is very nice to
see they line up together in expectation of new days.

We staged Bossa Nova concert at the Shio-Ashiya Exchange
Center in the first day of consecutive 3 holidays in such an
exhilarated March. We saved elation a little bit to get a sense of
mildness, easiness, and comfort. Bossa Nova fits at just the right
moment in this joyful season.

The program is of two-parts. The first part is by “Sol De Agosto”, a unit
of sing with the guitar and percussion. It means the sun in August. The
season in the south hemisphere is converse to us, so the sun light is not
garish in a hot summer. On the contrary, it is warm, gentle, and rhythmic
like the sun in summer, and softens listeners well

The second part is by GINKO28, 5 senior men in a quintet. They arrange
any their likes in the Bossa Nova style. GINKO means a tree of gingko. It
was so named that two female members started in a rental studio located
at Honmachi of the Midosuiji avenue. This avenue is famous for gingko tree
lined. Afterward they added a male musician each year and developed to a quintet. Members are in their 70’ s though,
they played music quite powerfully beyond their ages. [t is said that playing an instrument helps prevent dementia.
Bossa Nova is mixed with Brazilian samba and essence of Jazz. Unique codes sound cool, bring a feeling of
floating, and make listeners feel good. This sense matches well with an atmosphere of the area between Osaka
and Kobe and also music and rhythm excite our heart. A Japanese song “Sazae-san” in the first part and “Ueo
Muite Aruko” in the second one were arranged well in the Bossa Nova style. We felt any unpleasant sensation at all.
On the day of vernal equinox we enjoyed thoroughly Bossa Nova music surrounded with a sophisticated Café sense.
| say cool Bossa Nova fits best in Ashiya all in all.
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